Hereford Community Recycling Raising Money for Local Charities
 
The Schools Project 
 
How it all began Last August whilst litter picking I had concerns that everything we picked up would simply go to landfill or for incineration. The immediate concern was the drinks cans; we were collecting hundreds each time we went out. So what could we do? I was talking to Widemarsh Venture who teach new skills to vulnerable adults, part of what they did was to get the students to separate the aluminium from steel drinks cans take off the higher value ring pull, crush and weigh in, this solved 2 issues in one go, an exercise for the students and also raised money for the charity. So was born Hereford Community Recycling Raising Money for Local Charities. 
 
What came next? Initially it was slow to take off, drinks cans were being collected not only from our litter picks but also by other people in the group who wanted to help, but what product could we look at next? I was contacted by the Herefordshire Branch of the National Autistic Society they wanted to make sensory devices for children using plastic drinks bottle tops, once we asked our members delivered, very quickly we reached our target to enable NAS to have the devices built, the results can be seen at Saxon Hall. 
 
We had a little bit of help with the next product, Walkers Crisps were getting public pressure top recycle their crisp packets, it got national coverage and via a company called Terracycle they set up a recycling scheme that eventually turns crisps packets into park benches and UPVC window frames. I applied to be a drop off point and was duly appointed, to date we have sent off nearly 20,000 packets for recycling. 
 
We had built up a great following via our Facebook page, people who wanted to join in the recycling, the aim was and still is to raise money for local charities from what we collect. To cut a long story short this is the list of items we are currently recycling. 
Drinks Cans
Foil used and unused 
Mobile phones
Spectacles/glasses
Old hand tools and garden tools 
Plastic drinks bottle tops 
Batteries AA, AAA etc
Saucepans and baking tins
DVDs and CDs 
Books 
China and crockery 
Cutlery 
Bed linen 
Clothing 
Electric cables and computer leads 
We will continue to add to the list as we find items we can make money out of or reuse. 
 
The Charities we support are Widemarsh Ventures Hereford Lions Club Hereford Foodbank Hereford Diocese Mothers Union Chapters Charity Book Shop RSPCA Hereford  Kingstone Village Hall NAS Hereford  Born Sleeping Appeal at Hereford County Hospital This list is currently being  added to, an update should be available in the coming weeks. If what we collect can be recycled and reused we use it, the foodbank wanted saucepans, china etc… and we have been able to help them, books, DVDs etc… go to charity shops etc. So we have a zero waste system, nothing is wasted, cables including plugs get weighed in for money, Mobile phones are sold back to a major high street retailer. 
 
 
How did we expand? Going back to what we did originally, litter picking, we needed a way forward, something educational, litter had become a serious problem, nothing or little was being done to solve it due to government cutbacks. I had been running a volunteering project at Hereford Railway Station clearing and replanting the raised flower beds, so I approached the station manager, she was only too happy to help, so we had the Schools Recycling Project! 
 
How does it work? My idea was to ask a business to sponsor a school, initially primary schools in Hereford. The fee the business paid would pay for 4 coloured recycling bins for the schools, the schools via their Eco Clubs choose which items they wish to recycle and hopefully over time the sponsor builds a relationship with the school, Lord Scudamore are starting a project looking at the history of railways in Hereford and the station have kindly given them the waiting room to use to display the project. These businesses’ will also have a need for employees in years to come and what better way than to show off what they do to these youngsters, some may want to manage a station in years to come or drive a train. The options are endless. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I started out only envisaging doing Hereford, but we are now dealing with Herefordshire, we have about 27 schools currently being set up with business for each of them, we want to expand to secondary schools, kindergartens, shops etc… but we need help. 
 
Attached to this newsletter are 2 forms one for schools one for business. If you are a school and wanting to be involved, please complete form 1 and send back if you are a business and would like to sponsor a school please complete for 2 and return to me. 
 
There is an opportunity to put Hereford and Herefordshire at the forefront of recycling schemes and getting business involved with education. So please join and help us make this project something we can all be proud of. 
 
Andrew Wood   07919 491999 
 
Paula Kent  07974 552098 
 
Thank you for your support
